
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher: Mrs. Jaimi Lowe 
Phone: (941)-751-8200 x 28042 
E-mail: lowe2j@manateeschools.net 
Room: 503 
 
A little about me… 
First, I can’t wait to meet you!! Each year, the best part about my job is getting to know amazing, 
unique people just like you. Nolan Middle is my second home- I’ve been teaching 7th grade 
social studies here at NMS since we opened back in 2004! This is my 20th year as a teacher in 
the Manatee County School District. I graduated in 2002 from Florida State University with my 
Bachelor of Science degree in Social Sciences and then when on to National University for my 
Master of Arts in Teaching. I take tremendous pride in creating an interactive, challenging, and 
engaging classroom where you will learn about your community, county, state, nation and world.  
 
Full Course Description 
The primary content for the course pertains to the principles, functions, and organization of 
government; the origins of the American political system; the roles, rights, responsibilities of 
United States citizens; and methods of active participation in our political system. The course is 
embedded with strong geographic and economic components to support civic education 
instruction.  Advanced students will complete research-based projects with appropriate rigor. 
  
Prerequisites 
3 or above on ELA FSA (Grade 6) 
 
Learning Outcomes 
By May 2023, you will be able to apply your content knowledge to real-world problems and 
scenarios. You will be able to actively participate in our society using critical thinking and 
analysis. Throughout the year, I will help you achieve these goals through Bloom’s Taxonomy 
(see below). Lessons will begin at the lower levels and as we progress with more knowledge, 
the expectations will advance to the upper levels in our student work. Get ready!! ����  
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What will we learn this year? 
Aside from what is in the course description, you may be wondering about the lesson content. 
Below are the charts of our Civics benchmarks, broken down by standard. This will be what our 
class is all about! (Not necessarily in this order though.) All of these benchmarks will be 
assessed on the Civics EOC.  
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End of Course Exam 
In May, ALL Civics students in the state of Florida will be required to take the Civics End of 
Course Exam (EOC). This is a comprehensive, standardized test and will make up 30% of your 
grade for the year. By April, we will have finished learning new content and will begin a 4-6 
week review of all tested benchmarks in preparation for the test.  There will also be Benchmark 
Assessments to measure our progress for Quarters 1 and 2. While the Benchmark tests do not 
count towards your grade in the class, the data is used to show strengths and weaknesses to 
better prepare for the EOC in May.  
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Course Assignments and Grading 
My class is graded on a simple points system, no weights. Each assignment, project, quiz and 
test will be assigned a point value determined by the length/difficulty of the assignment and if it’s 
purpose is for practice (assignments & projects) or assessment (quizzes, tests & unit projects).  
 
Unit Projects  
At the end of each unit, there will be a cumulative project that you are expected to complete. 
The purpose of these projects is to give you a creative way to practice and apply what you’ve 
learned in the unit. Because each student learns and expresses themselves in a different way, I 
purposely choose a wide variety of products so you have a chance to step out of your comfort 
zone with some, and do what comes naturally to you with others. Projects are designed using 
the highest levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  
 
Unit Project Timelines: 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 
Unit 1: 
Independence 
Letter 
 
Unit 2: 
Constitution Song 

Units 3 &4: 
Constitution Mind 
Map 

Unit 5: Supreme 
Court Simulation 
 
Unit 6: Citizenship 
Artifact Book 

Unit 7: Propaganda 
Advertisement 
 
Unit 8: Teach the 
Teacher (Foreign 
Policy) 

 
Grading Scale 
 
All grades will be posted in Focus. You are strongly encouraged to check your grades regularly. 
If there is a mistake (don’t ya know I’m human too ����), please discuss this with me right away- 
don’t wait until the end of the quarter!  A final letter grade will be assigned based on 
percentages (points earned/points possible). 
 
90-100% = A  
80-89%   = B  
70-79%   = C  
60-69%   = D  
Below 60% = F 
 
Grading, continued. 
Any work submitted is expected to be YOUR BEST WORK. Your grades in Civics will be mainly 
based on Civics content, however, spelling, grammar, and general effort are taken into 
consideration when grades are earned. Any work with excessive errors (content, spelling, 
grammar) may not be scored. If your handwriting is illegible, work will be returned to you to be 
resubmitted (due date TBD).  
 
Course Policies and Procedures 
 
Citizenship 
The purpose of this academic course is to teach you how to be a successful citizen in our 
American society. Another job I have as your teacher is to help you be a successful citizen in 
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our school. Because the content of this course may, at times, be divisive, being a positive 
citizen in our classroom is essential.  At all times, you are expected to display respect for all 
students, teachers, & yourself.  
 
The following behaviors will not be tolerated in my classroom: 

1.) Bullying of any kind.  
2.) Disrupting the learning environment. 
3.) Destroying/misusing classroom property.  

Each student has the right to a safe, fun, and productive learning environment! 
 
Late Work 
Due dates for all work will be posted each week in Schoology under the “Agenda” link. Please 
check the agenda every Monday to ensure you know what is due for the week.  It is important to 
always adhere to due dates, however, I know that sometimes life gets very busy. Late passes 
may be used, if available. Once you’ve used them, a note will show in Focus for the 
assignments you used them on, and any other late work during the quarter will result in a zero* 
 
Quarter 1- 2 Late Passes 
Quarter 2- 2 Late Passes 
Quarter 3- 1 Late Pass 
Quarter 4- 1 Late Pass 
 
*Late work will result in a zero unless a student has IEP/504 accommodations. The documented 
accommodation period will apply.  
 
Communication 
An open line of communication is vital to your success as a Civics student. If you ever 
feel that you need to speak to me one on one, you are welcome to sign up in the 
“Appointment Binder” to request a time. This binder is located on my desk. I will check 
the binder each day, and schedule a day and time for you to speak to me about your 
concerns, grades, etc. I will message you in Schoology to with your appointment time. 
You also may email me or send me a Schoology message with your concerns.  
 
Attendance Policy 
When you miss class, you miss important information. YOU are responsible for learning material 
covered in class, however, you will be permitted to make up classwork with an extension of the 
same number of days you missed. Classwork may be requested in advance if the absence is 
scheduled. If you don’t understand a missed topic, please discuss this with me ASAP so we can 
review the material BEFORE any test, quiz, project, etc. 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
You are expected to practice the highest possible standards of academic integrity. Any deviation 
from this expectation will result in a minimum academic penalty of your failing the assignment, 
and will result in additional disciplinary measures. This includes using another student's work 
and any other form of academic misrepresentation.  
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Just for parents/guardians: 
  
How to help your child succeed in Civics: 
 
Civics is learning about how to be a successful, functioning, active participant in our society. 
YOU are their best teacher because they see you doing that every day! 
 

1.) TALK TO THEM!! ���� It may sound silly but talk to them about laws that people abide by 
in their everyday lives and why (discuss speed limit signs when you pass them on the 
drive to the store or how the quality of the food we eat is regulated by law). Challenge 
them to question what life would be like if we didn’t have certain laws. Discuss 
government policies and how they affect YOUR life or why things that happen in other 
countries affect us here in America.  If you don’t do this already, your kids might surprise 
you!  
 

2.) TAKE THEM!! ���� To vote, to renew a driver’s license, to file taxes, anything you can 
think of that they will need to do as a functioning adult in our society.  While you’re there, 
remember to TALK to them about why they will do this in the future, and why it’s 
important. 

3.) DARE I SAY… WATCH THE NEWS!!  Or read it, or listen to it. Being an informed 
citizen is a civic responsibility.  
 

4.) TALK TO ME!! ���� If your student is struggling at any time, please reach out. Email is the 
best way to reach me for quicker response (lowe2j@manateeschools.net). Together we 
can discuss how to better address the needs of your child.  
 

To my new Civics team for the 2022-2023 year- Let’s do this!! I can’t wait!!  
 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Lowe 
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